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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

This month we have some 
exciting news and initiatives 
to share with you.  First, 

I have the pleasure to announce 
that one of our Brother Knights, 
Christian Galvan has been accepted 
to our dioceses’ seminary.  Please 
read his letter in this newsletter.
This past month we had a great Day 

at the Rays.  It was pretty hot out at 
the tailgate, but we took advantage 
of the shade and enjoyed burgers, 
sausages and beer.  Brothers Ed 
Veronick, Mark Lovejoy, Bob 
Haley and Gene Batronie kept the 
grills going.  Brother Mark Lovejoy 
also managed to sell quite a few of 
our excess tickets to passersby.  It 
was quite a relief to get inside where 
the Rays managed win their game.
Our next big event was the Officer 

Installation in the Family Life 
Center.  Many thanks go to Alan 
Odell on the maintenance staff, who 
helped us plan and execute the setup.  
Brothers Rick Gnatowsky and Ed 
Veronick ensured the success of the 
potluck and established a standard 
set up for using the gym.
On July 9th, I had the opportunity 
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Reflecting on The World Impact 
of Fr. Michael J. McGivney

This past June, my family and 
I went on vacation in New 
England to visit family, the city 
of Boston and attend a wedding 

in Branford, Connecticut, which is along the 
southern coast.  Traipsing across the many 
sites and attractions between Massachusetts 
and Connecticut that would captivate the 
imagination and attention of my wife, 
Karen, and our three children aged 7, 7 
and…7 (triplets), a visit St. Mary’s Church 
in New Haven, CT wouldn’t normally 
be a consideration for my young family.  
However, having joined the St. Steven’s 
chapter of the Knights of Columbus 
Council #14084 just over a year ago, I have 

been contemplating the character traits of 
the organization’s founder, the venerable 
Fr. Michael J. McGivney.  Being so close, I 
wasn’t going to miss this opportunity.         
Our family arrived at St Mary’s Church on 

a pleasant and sunny Friday afternoon, and 
aside from the occasional co-ed student 
milling around on the Yale University 
campus, which surrounds the St. Mary’s 
church, there was nary a soul to be found 
outside the steps.  The Dominican order 
that lives next to St. Mary’s was on a 
trip that afternoon, as their monastery 
was silent, but the large oaken doors 
leading to the vestibule were open and 

Brothers Stepping Up

By Paul J. Dufraine
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to attend the Pro-Life Prayer Vigil on 
Kennedy Blvd with several Knights 
and Pro-Life ministry members.  I 
was shocked by the power of the 
Holy Spirit coming from our small 
prayer group.  I realized that these 
abortion clinics cannot withstand the 
relentless pressure of our prayers and 
action.  If you have not been to the 
Prayer Vigil recently, please make 
time to come.

On July 24th, several of the 
Council Officers attended the 
State Organizational Meeting in 
Clearwater.  The State team presented 
both Supreme and Florida State 
Council priorities and initiatives.  
The presentation was well run, 
rehearsed, and to the point.  It was a 
clear demonstration of the work Rick 
Hughes is doing on all our behalf at 
the State Council.  You should have 
seen him handling thorny questions.  
Don’t think you are going to win an 
ad hoc public argument with Rick.  
We presented Rick Hughes the 
August Knight of the Month at our 
business meeting.
On July 30th, I attended the 

Assembly 3418 Installation and 
afterwards had dinner with the 4th 
Degree at Ruby Tuesday.  I had the 
opportunity to sit with Anna May 
Lovejoy at dinner and hear her 
perspective of life with our Past 
Grand Knight during his term.  She 
mentioned a lot of late night email, 
text messages, and phone calls.  
There was no small impact on the 
family activities and schedule.  For 
the Lovejoy’s family sacrifices over 
the past year we awarded them the 
August Family of the Month award.
This month we have a couple of 

degrees coming up and our first 

Grand Knight Con’t From Previous Page

THIS PAST JUNE, I had the 
privilege of attending the 
28th plenary assembly of the 
Pontifical Council for the Laity. I 

had been appointed a member of the council 
by Pope John Paul II and reappointed by 
Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis.
At the start of the meeting, the president 

of the council, Cardinal Stanisław Ryłko, 
observed that Pope Francis recently 
reminded us of a phrase that was popular 
following the Second Vatican Council: 
“The hour of the laity has come.” But then, 
the pope added, “it seems that the clock has 
stopped.”
In his direct and often provocative way, the 

Holy Father was raising the issue of whether 
the laity today lives up to its vocation and 
mission in the Church. He went on to say 
that the laity is called to many initiatives 
exhibiting “the necessary boldness to 
enable the Good News of the Gospel to be 
brought to all areas of the social and, above 
all, political sphere.”
Pope Francis rejects a view that minimizes 

the role of the laity and “gradually 
extinguishes the prophetic flame to which 
the entire Church is called to bear witness.”
Reflecting on these words, Cardinal Ryłko 

stated, “The missionary Church, a Church 
that goes out with courage toward the 
peripheries of the world, sees the urgent 
need to rekindle the flame that animated 
the life of the prophets. In order to do this, 
lay Christians must rediscover the beauty of 
their prophetic vocation in the world! They 
must allow themselves to be inflamed by 
this fire and missionary zeal.”
Obviously, there is much here for us to think 

about. But the first thing we may say is that 
the clock has not stopped for the Knights of 
Columbus. To the contrary, as the world’s 
premier organization of Catholic men, we 
are in many ways ahead of time.
That is to say, we continue to hold high 

“the prophetic flame” to which Catholics 
are called to bear witness.
Our Ultrasound Initiative, for instance, has 

placed 600 state-of-
the art ultrasound 
machines in 
pregnancy resource 
centers that are 
saving thousands of 
lives every month.
Our programs to 

strengthen Catholic 
family life, such 
as Building the 
Domestic Church, 
the Holy Family Holy Hour, and family 
consecration to the Holy Family, will 
help develop a network of familyfriendly 
parishes in all the countries where we are 
active. These programs will encourage 
millions of families – many of whom are 
wounded and struggling – to more fully live 
the joy of the Gospel.
Our efforts to protect religious liberty and 

end the scourge of Christian genocide have 
already achieved important results, not only 
in the courts but also in the U.S. Congress 
and the State Department. And we have 
become a leader in providing direct aid to 
and raising awareness about persecuted 
Christian refugees in the Middle East.
Each year, our councils undertake many 

thousands of locally inspired programs at the 
parish level, making life better for millions 
of people. And all of this is the legacy of 
our founder, Venerable Father Michael J. 
McGivney, whose spiritual genius inspired 
generations of Catholic men to step forward 
with courage to confront the challenges 
of their day by living out the principles of 
charity, unity and fraternity in a distinctly 
Catholic way.
The prophetic flame that Pope Francis 

speaks about continues to burn bright in 
the hearts of our brother Knights around 
the world. That flame ignites in them a 
true sense of Catholic charity – a charity 
that evangelizes and that brings, in a very 
concrete way, a light to the nations. 

Vivat Jesus!
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A ‘Prophetic Flame’ of Charity
THE ONGOING WORK OF THE ORDER TESTIFIES TO THE LAITY’S  
VOCATION AND MISSION IN THE CHURCH



reminiscent of the church I grew up with 
in Massachusetts: stained glass windows 
depicting the signs of the cross, massive 
columns rising to the arched ceiling while 
well-worn wooden pews shimmered in 
the dim light throughout the sanctuary.  
The venerable Fr. McGivney is interred 

within a large granite sarcophagus, in 
the shape of the cross, located to the far 
left upon entering the sanctuary from 
the vestibule.  A banner displaying  
Fr. McGivney’s portrait and short 
description of his character as a pious and 
selfless organizer and leader is positioned 
just off the front of the cross.  
Along the opposite wall is a small plaque 

dedicating this site as the resting place 
of Fr. McGivney.  Within this modestly 
adorned corner of the church, I stood 
solemnly reflecting how this pious man 
had within him the spark to start the Order 
of the Knights of Columbus, to see a 
social need within his parish, and to take 
up the helm as a leader to motivate men to 
fill that void.  
I stood in awe as my family looked on, 

and I then took a few minutes to speak to 

my children why we came to this church 
that morning, why this venerable man is 
important to dad’s order and why his life 
and deeds should be admired for the good 
he brought to people’s lives.  
     In all, my family and I spent around 

30 minutes within St. Mary’s church, 
and shortly thereafter we resumed our 

family vacation; but I will remember 
this trip for quite some time as this visit 
offered me time to reflect on the positive 
impact Fr. McGivney had on this world, 
and allowed me to share those reflections 
with the people I most love, unifying my 
family with my faith in a most memorable 
manner. 

Family Together in front of Church of St Mary - Paul Dufraine, Peter Dufraine, 
Alaxander Dufraine (back), Elizabeth Dufraine (back)….Photo Taken by Karen Dufraine
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Buccaneers game, which our chairmen 
will speak about. In September we will 
become a bit more active with the Soccer 
Challenge, Blue Mass, two Buccaneer 
games, Bowling League and kick off to 40 
Days of Life.  
Last month I asked for some of you to 

consider some opportunities to serve on 
the committees.  Our first big change is 
going to be in our Membership Team.  
Brother Gerry Coffey has agreed to take 
over as the Membership Chairman in 
September.  
Brother Chris Klein will become the 

2nd Degree Deputy Chairman and Randy 
Lee has accepted the 1st Degree Deputy 
Chairman position.  
Immediately following our business 

meeting, Brother Rick Armstrong 
stepped forward to take over the 
Community Director position.  Rick has 
been a deputy chairman on this committee 

for several years.  
Following last months address about 

saying “Yes”, the council leadership has 
developed a couple of initiatives to help 
every Knight say “Yes”.  We have an 
incentive for membership and for program 
participation.  Please see the separate 
articles to get started on these.
Our Columbiettes will be ramping up 

their activities in September.  Please ask 
your spouse to check it out and consider 
becoming active in the Columbiettes.
We still have some monthly meeting 

slots for Knights with the Squires.  They 
meet at the ROC on the first Friday of the 
month.  They need you for a positive role 
model.  If you have a son or grandson in 
middle school, please invite him to come 
to a Squires meeting.
Your officers and directors have spent 

some time last month planning out our 
year and working the details of the next 
three months.  We attended both the State 

Membership training and the District 
Deputy training.  We have set up some 
initiatives to help achieve our membership 
and program objectives, and inject a little 
competition and fun.  All you have to do is 
say “Yes.” If you have an idea for one of 
our programs, please bring it up.
I have been reading a book titled “Signs 

of Life” by Scott Hahn and read a passage 
that speaks to us. “(God) created us with 
bodies built for action, and he set us to 
work in a world full of things to do.”

Vivat Jesus! 
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Grand Knight Challenge

While maintaining our 
membership is an 
important, our programs 
are what really attract 

and retain members.  We are introducing a 
program participation incentive, the Grand 
Knights Challenge.  
The program runs from July 1, 2016 

through June 6, 2017.  There are 10 
activities to complete in our programs 
and special committees.  At our June 7th 
Business Meeting we will award a Faithful 
Knight lapel pin to all Knights who have 
met the challenge. The ten challenge areas 
are:
Church: Take home the vocation Chalice 

or help at the Cross and Light program
Community: Attend a road cleanup or 

other community program
Council: Help Council/Family committees 

set up/clean up/cook for a meeting or event
Family: Attend a Family social or help at 

a Columbiettes activity
Pro-Life: Attend a Pro-Life Vigil or other 

event
Youth: Attend a Youth/Squires/Special 

Olympics activity

Fundraiser: Work an RJS game, Casino 
Night or off-site tootsie roll/KCIC card sale
Membership: Recruit a new Knight, 

Columbiette, or Squire or join a committee
Spiritual: Attend a Corporate, Blue, or 

Memorial Mass or Day of Reflection
Degrees: Attend a First and Second 

Degree as an observer
The administration of this program is 

simple.  Put the requirement sheet in your 
wallet.  When you complete an activity, 
write down the date.  Turn in the sheet to 
the Grand Knight by June 6th.  Our lapel 
pin design committee is working hard now 
and you can be sure it will be something 
great.

The Grand Knight is offering a 
recruitment incentive for new 
members.  He will provide a gift 
card and coupon package worth 

$25 for each new Knight who makes his 
First Degree by December 17th.  
This is not a drawing for a prize or another 

game of chance.  This is piece of eight 
nailed to the main mast.  Many of you 
Knights are competitive and some of you 
are already working on Candidates.  There 
will also be prize for the Top Recruiter.  
The Florida State Council is also offering 

an incentive.  Any Knight that brings in 3 
new Knights by September 30th will be 

entered in a drawing for three prizes of $300, 
$200, and $100.  If we are a top recruiting 
Council, there are further incentives.  
The Supreme Council has an incentive for 

31,000 VIP Points if we can get 12 Knights 
by September 30th.   We will have some 
Council recruiting events in October and 
November, but for August and September, 
we need to work as individuals and teams. 
These are great incentives for building up 

and strengthening our Council. The Grand 
Knight encourages all of you to help make 
a difference by inviting someone you kow 
or have just met to consider joining our 
council. 

The Community Committee 
will be back in action after 
a hiatus during July, August 

and September. During this time 
away, committee membership 
continued to support the Council 
activities, namely the Council 
Installation of Officers, the planning 
of events for the new fraternal year, 
and the support of other higher 
priority council activities. 
A change in the  County school 

calendar reduced the summer 
vacation days which made it more 
practical to push out any of our 
planned activities to the fall. But no 
matter. we are back and raring to go!
So if you are looking for a way to 

make a difference in your community, 
consider plugging in to any or all of 
these activities:
Roadside Clean-up Saturday 

October 1, 8am
St Stephen School Trunk or Treat, 

Friday October 29, 5pm
Lastly, we would like you to reach 

out to the Parish community to 
recruit a new member. Recruitment 
is how we build such a great and 
relevant Council that truly is making 
a difference.
So we encourage you to be visible 

in the Parish community by wearing 
your Council badge and keeping your 
eye out for potential new members.

Making a Difference 
In Your Community

Council Recruiting Incentive
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Raymond James Fundraising Program 
2016-17Fraternal Year Commitment Schedule 

To Volunteer...Please email Julio Alvarez at 
 RJS@kofc14084.org 

** *             * 

The above schedule denotes ‘Assembly’ Time at the Church for Headcount/Carpool/Departure;   
Check-In ‘RJS Report’ Time; and the ‘Event Start’ or Kick Off Time.    

Please convey what Event # (0 through 14) you intend to volunteer for in your response. 

I wanted to once again strongly 
encourage sign ups for those requiring 
the Aramark Certification Training.  
I’ve already submitted the names of 

those who’ve already responded (Thanks); 
however, I wanted to remind everyone that 
seats fill up quick and WE WILL NEED 
EVERY ABLE-BODIED BROTHER 
KNIGHT to take a turn at this effort this 
year if we are at all to be successful in our 
many charitable undertakings, as well as 
share in carrying the load of our ONLY 
major fundraiser for programs, operations 
and gifts to those in need. Therefore, please 
read the directions below, and let me know 
where to sign you up. 
Group Lead Training. I especially need 

Brothers to sign up for the leads training, 
which is simpler than you might imagine, 
and a requirement to either supervise our 
stand, or lead the inventory or money 
management effort for a stand; none 
are difficult - and we are good at it, but 
again...we need to help share the load.   

Lead operations training is focused on 
teaching those who would be leads (or 
refresh those previously qualified) on 
paperwork, operations, money handling, 
etc. requirements at RJS to help start an 
event and appropriately close out at the 
end of said event(s).   If you are interested 
in stepping up to lead our effort or stands 
for one or more event this coming season, 
please pick a date and let me know - we 
can certainly use your help.  
Please don’t procrastinate. Send 

your requested dates right away.  If you 
certified in the last two years - you are 
good to go.  Additionally, please note that 
Aramark is only offering two Saturday 
Volunteer Orientations; one on July 30th, 
and the other is immediately  after the 
mandatory Shake Out Day training, thus 
the start time will be dependent on when 
the shakeout ends.  Please make sure you 
decide soon, save the date and email me 
of your intended attendance date. Seats fill 
up fast! Check the list below to ensure I 

have not accidentally left you off is you 
have previously informed me of your 
planned attendance at one or more of the 
scheduled training days.   
Finally, please get with your fellow 

Brother Knights to encourage them to be 
a part of this effort - and here’s an idea, 
what about signing on as a small group 
to attend Training (or work an event) as a 
Team!  We need as much help as possible 
this Season. 
Please do not put this off - it’s better 

to have the training and not be able to 
volunteer this season than wanting to and 
not being able to do so - this is a Council 
effort that requires every able bodied 
Knight to participate in order to succeed.

Are You Ready For Some Football?



As Knights and Catholic 
Gentlemen, it is our duty to 
protect the most vulnerable, 
those who cannot speak for 

themselves, the unborn.  The statistics 
reported by the Centers for Disease 
Controls are absolutely shocking. Nearly 
1 in 5 pregnancies end up in abortion and 
40% of all unintended pregnancies are 

aborted in the United States. That’s an 
average of 3,000 babies every day or over 
a million babies killed each year. 
On September 11th, 2001, close to 3,000 

Americans lost their lives in the terror 
attacks that brought down the skyscrapers 
in New York City. The country was in 
utter shock and rightfully so. This was 
a heinous terror attacks which demand 
action by our great nation. Yet, a 9/11 
event occurs each and every day in the 
United States, and most stay silent.
This year, as the political races heat up 

over the course of the next few months, we 
as Knights must lead the way in standing 
up for the most vulnerable, the unborn. 
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson reiterated 
this duty to our brotherhood at Supreme 
Convention in Toronto by stating:
“Catholics need to stop voting for pro-

abortion politicians. We need to end the 
political manipulation of Catholic voters 
by abortion advocates. It is time to end 
the entanglement of Catholic people with 
abortion killing. It is time to stop creating 
excuses for voting for pro-abortion 
politicians. Abortion is the killing of the 

innocent on a massive scale.”
So Brothers, our mission is clear, not only 

during this election year, but every day of 
every year. There are many opportunities 
for us to be the voice of those who cannot 
speak for themselves. Throughout the 
year we all receive emails from our Right 
to Life Committee, the Diocese of St 
Petersburg or Respect Life Ministry to 
be that voice. We are urged to contact our 
elected officials when new proposed laws 
are being discussed that can adversely 
affect those without a voice. It only takes 
a few minutes, probably no more than 
15 minutes to post that message to our 
Governor, Senator or Congressman.  
What better way can we as Knights, 

exemplify the second principle of our 
order “Unity”, then by uniting for a 
common cause and becoming the voice 
of the most vulnerable, the unborn. Let’s 
make a difference!!!
To become more involved in the Right 

To Life movement, contact Guillermo 
Bambach, Right to Life Committee 
director at RightToLife@kofc14084.org

Our St Stephen Columbian 
Squires Circle 5209 had 
the opportunity to visit the 
construction site of the new 

St Stephen Parish on Boyette Road for our 
August 5, 2016 Business Meeting.  
Our host was Brother Knight Tim 

Donahue who provided us with a 45 
minute brief and tour of the inside of 
the new church.  Being a member of the 
Parish Building Committee and having 
construction expertise made the visit very 
interesting and informative.  The Squires 
and parents;  
Brother Jim DeLuca, and his wife 

Joanne and son James, our Chief Squire, 
Brother Prokopowicz and his son Nick, 
Mrs McGrath and her son Christian, Ms 

Brigatti and her sons Frank 
and James Farruzzi, Squire 
Alex Crofford and his 
mom were present.  
Also in attendance was 

our KOC Worthy Grand 
Knight John Berrie, 
Brother Jerry Coffey, 
Brother Rich Sarnosky, 
and new Brother Michael 
Van Buren and his son 
Alex who will be joining 
our Squires Circle.  
We all look forward to the 

completion and dedication 
of our new St Stephen 
parish.

Protecting The Vulnerable
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Squires Get A Sneak Peek

mailto:RightToLife@kofc14084.org


Ad orientem” is Latin for “to 
the East” or “toward the 
Orient.” In the decades since 
the institution of the Novus 

Ordo (New Order of the Mass) in 1970, it 
is a term that has held little to no meaning 
for most Catholics. 
In the centuries before that, it was an 

unspoken but integral element of Catholic 
worship. In short, it encapsulates the 
orientation of centuries of Catholic 
worship. All Catholic churches for 
centuries were built with an Eastward 
orientation; meaning that they were 
built so that the furthest internal space 
of the apse, which houses the altar and 
tabernacle, faced West. 
When the priest and worshipers conducted 

and assisted at Mass, they would in unison 
face toward the apse, altar, and tabernacle, 
to the East or ad orientem. To the East of our 
Churches lies what? Jerusalem and more 
specifically, Golgotha, Skull Place, where 

Christ was crucified les to the East. For 
centuries, Catholics worshiped at the Holy 
Sacrifice of Mass, priest and congregation 
alike, remembering the bloody sacrifice of 
Christ, as he commanded, with all orienting 
their worship, in unison, ad orientem.
This ancient and once-seemingly 

unchanging characteristic of Catholic 
worship was suddenly thrust back into 
the Catholic public square recently when 
John Cardinal Sarah, Prefect for the 
Congregation of Divine Worship and 
Sacraments publicly decreed on 5 July, 
2016 at the Sacra Liturgia conference 
in London that priests should consider 
reinstituting the practice of praying the 
Mass ad orientem. Cardinal Sarah stated, 
“I believe that it is very important that 

we return as soon as possible to a common 
orientation, of priests and the faithful 
turned together in the same direction – 
Eastwards or at least towards the apse – 
to the Lord who comes, in those parts of 

the liturgical rites when we are addressing 
God” 
This lone comment at a relatively small 

annual liturgical conference went, to 
coin a modern term, viral immediately. 
Traditionalists welcomed the comment 
as a continuation of invitation to return 
to our centuries old practices of worship 
in July, 2007. Then, Pope Benedict XVI 
issued the Motu Proprio Summorum 
Pontificum, freeing priests to celebrate the 
ancient Mass, ad orientem and in Latin 
according to the Missal of 1962, without 
the permission of their local bishops. 
More recently, Pope Francis reopened 

dialogue with the traditionalist Society 
of St. Pius X (SSPX), which never 
recognized the Missae Novus Ordo, with 
the aim of bringing the Society back 
into full communion with Rome. The 
punitive excommunication of the Society 
was lifted by Benedict XVI in July, 

The Reinstitution Of Ad Orientem

Ad Orientum Con’t Next Page
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2009. Recently asked by a reporter of the 
Society’s status as schismatic, the Holy 
Father replied, “They are not schismatics. 
They are Catholic!” For the Jubilee Year 
of Mercy, Pope Francis declared that 
confessions heard by SSPX priests are 
considered valid. Thus, it appears to many 
traditionalists that Cardinal Sarah’s recent 
statement demonstrates that the Vatican 
continues to test the traditional liturgical 
waters as a means of restoring order and 
sanctity to the liturgy.
Modernists and Catholics who have only 

ever known the Novus Ordo, have voiced 
concerns and opinions of their own. Many 
dread any talk of a return to the Mass in 
Latin, being completely unfamiliar with 
the language of the ancient (and not so 
ancient) Church. Others’ only knowledge 
of the priest facing to the East with the 
congregation is fed by the false notion 
that “the priest used to turn his back on the 
people!” Cardinal Sarah continued,
 “Dear Fathers, I ask you to implement 

this practice wherever possible, with 
prudence and with the necessary 
catechesis, certainly, but also with a 
pastor’s confidence that this is something 
good for the Church, something good for 
our people. Your own pastoral judgment 
will determine how and when this is 
possible, but perhaps beginning this on the 
first Sunday of Advent this year, when we 
attend ‘the Lord who will come’ and ‘who 
will not delay’ may be a very good time to 
do this.”
The Cardinal’s suggestion that this 

practice go into effect “perhaps” beginning 
on the first Sunday of Advent this year was 
just that, a suggestion. The Vatican, while 
supportive of the Cardinal’s statement, 
said that no new liturgical announcements 
can be expected from the Vatican before or 
during this coming Advent.
On the notion that during the “old” Mass, 

the priest used to “turn his back” on the 
people, this was rather unfairly popularized 
by proponents of the Novus Ordo, which 
aimed to make more centric the orientation 
of the Mass on the human participants; 
priest and congregation toward each other. 
Masses became disparate in the form 

and rubrics from one church, to the 
next. Priests and congregants took great 

liberty in expressing the ancient liberty 
and confusion ensued with competing 
vernacular translations of the Mass. Saint 
Pope John Paul the Great lamented often 
that the Church had fallen into a period of 
great liturgical confusion. 
Many felt this was due to a loss of control 

over the intent and spirit of the liturgical 
documents of the Second Vatican Council. 
Perhaps misinterpreting the intent of the 
Council, control for liturgical form and 
conduct was transferred to local bishops 
and, often, to pastors and pastoral councils 
in individual parishes. 
The key words from Council documents 

that may have led to liturgical confusion 
and, sometimes abuse, was, “inculturation” 
and “greater participation from the laity” 
(in the Mass). The Catholic News Agency, 
reporting on Cardinal Sarah’s address, 
stated the following: 
 Cardinal Sarah’s encouragement to 

priests to say Mass ad orientem was part 
of an address on how the Second Vatican 
Council’s document on the liturgy can be 
more faithfully implemented.
He began by recalling that “God, not 

man is at the center of Catholic liturgy,” 
and that “we must be utterly clear about 
the nature of Catholic worship” to be able 
to read correctly and implement faithfully 
Sacrosanctum Concilium.
The cardinal recalled the intention of the 

fathers of the council, including a limited 
use of vernacular languages at Mass 
and appropriate inculturation. Speaking 
of proper inculturation, the Guinean 
noted that “ the liturgy is not the place to 
promote my culture. Rather, it is the place 
where my culture is baptized, where my 
culture is taken up into the divine.”
He presented the liturgy of the Anglican 

Ordinariates “ now in full communion with 
the Church” as a “beautiful example” of 
how “cultures and other Christians bring 
gifts with them into the Church.”
Cardinal Sarah urged looking again at 

Sacrosanctum Concilium and the intention 
behind it saying that “I do not think that 
we can honestly read even [its first article] 
today and be content that we have achieved 
its aims.” (Catholic News Agency, July 6, 
2016)
Cardinal Sarah emphasized in his remarks 

that the call for greater participation was 
intended to be a call for greater, more 
prayerful, internal participation in the 
Mass.  
For nearly eighteen centuries, the Mass of 

the Roman Rite stood largely unchanged 
and unchangeable after the Council 
of Trent. Inculturating the Church in 
lands was where its pilgrim nature was 
emphasized by the Council, was perhaps 
carried well beyond its intended meaning, 
according to Cardinal Sarah. 
However, the Cardinal, in continuity with 

Benedict XVI and on specific direction 
from Pope Francis, has emphasized that 
perhaps the intent to bring diverse culture 
into the Church was never intended 
to fragment the Mass into thousands 
of disparate Masses globally, many 
unrecognizable to the other. 
Either way, Cardinal Sarah’s remarks have 

sparked renewed conversation around, and 
interest in, our ancient and sacred liturgy. 
They remind us that the Mass is sacrificial 
in nature and that it intends and implies a 
central point and focus of worship and that 
is, perhaps for just one hour a week, not on 
each other or on ourselves, but on God and 
His Son in His final bloody sacrifice for us. 
“Do this in remembrance of me.” – Luke 

22:19
For Robert Cardinal Sarah’s full remarks 

at this year’s Sacra Liturgia, click here.

Ad Orientum Con’t From Previous Page
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http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2016/07/12/full-text-cardinal-sarah-at-sacra-liturgia-conference/


Let’s Play Ball - A Day At The Rays

It is an annual event that truly brings out the community in 
our council. Last month, the Knights of Columbus Council 
14084 sponsored the 9th annual Day at the Rays baseball 
game at Tropicana Field. As it has been every year, it was a 

fantastic day to be with friends, family and the home team - the 
Tampa Bay Rays baseball team.
Many thanks are due to the committee who organized this event 

and were able to get a great block of seats in Lower Left Field 
Section 129.
The day began about 10am with a tailgate in lot 7 that was 

enjoyed by all. The cooking was done by Brother Knights 

Gene Batronie and Bob Haley. We had plenty of hot dogs and 
hamburgers with all the great extras that come with tailgating. 
We also got to spend some quality time with our brother Knights, 
family, friends and St. Stephen parishioners.
It was a great game as well, as the Ray’s handily beat the division 

leading Baltimore Orioles by a score of 5-2, which made the day 
that much more enjoyable. We all look forward to the continued 
support of this traditional baseball event and hope to see it get 
bigger and better as the years move forward.
So we hope to see you next year for a Day At The Rays!
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State Website a Wealth of Information

A visit to the State website reveals a portal with a wealth of information 
for Kinghts who want to make a difference. Interestingly, our 
Council already does many of the programs and services listed, 

which is a testiment to the strength of the Council and our leadership.
But it is still worth a visit now and then to see what is new, what other 

Councils are doing, and how the State is providing information and 
resources to help Brother Knights like us step up our game and affect real 
change in people’s lives.
What is particularly impressive is the number of programs the Knights of 

Columbus sponsors. Our Council already has committees formed for many 
of these programs. But when you see the depth of additional opportunity 
available in these programs, it invigorates the desire to shine our core values 
of Charity, Fraternity, Unity and Patriotism. 
So the next time you visit the State website, check out the Services tab and 

consider how much further we as a Council could take our core mission. 
And see how you can contribute to our Council efforts to make more of a 
difference.
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St. Stephen 
Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2015-2016

Chaplain   
Father Bob Schneider

Grand Knight   
John Berrie

Deputy Grand Knight 
Bruce Czaja 

Chancellor   
Mike Grogan

Warden 
Rich Sarnowski

Advocate   
Mike Formato

Lecturer

Frank Wuco

Recorder   
Paul Spinler

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
John Langhman

Trustees   
Ed Sleyzak, Steve Haines,  

Mark Lovejoy 

District Deputy  
Patrick Roach

Field Agent  
Joe DiSalvo

Guards  
Christian Galvin 

Bob Haley 
Randy Lee

Building the Domestic Church 
While Strengthening Our Parishes

Building the Domestic Church 
While Strengthening Our 
Parishes” is an initiative 
announced by Supreme Knight in 

November, 2015, and it seeks to integrate 
our members and their families more fully 
into the sacramental and social life of the 
parish.  The idea is to continue to build upon 
our current programs through activities that 
promote the new evangelization, strengthen 
our parish, and grow our Council.
This initiative meshes perfectly with the 

new Parish Mission Statement approved 
earlier this year:
We, the Welcoming Family of Saint 

Stephen Catholic Church,
Inspired by the Holy Spirit and Nourished 

by Word and Sacrament,
are Committed to Grow Together in Christ,
Sharing God’s Gifts by Spreading the 

Light of Jesus Christ
Throughout our Greater Community.
All Knights at Saint Stephen are 

encouraged to actively participate in one 
of our service committees to make the 
“Building the Domestic Church” initiative 
a reality in our council and parish.  
All of the events for the Fraternal Year 

are published on our calendar, and the 
committees that organize all of these 
activities need more Knights to take an 
active role in the planning and executing of 

these events that serve our Parish.  
For more information, contact 

Deputy Grand Knight Bruce Czaja at 
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org to 
learn about the BDC initiative and how you 
can help strengthen our Council and Parish. 
You can also go to the State Website: 
www.floridakofc.org and the Supreme 
Website www.kofc.org

“

mailto:deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org
http://www.floridakofc.org
http://www.kofc.org
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 

Chris Klein
membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Bruce Czaja
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Bill Ruppert

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 

Gerry Coffey  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Ed Veronick
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Rich Gnatowsky
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Cameron Czaja 

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

Bob Haley  
Ed Veronick  

squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Guillermo Bambach 
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 

Ed Sleyzak
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

Dear Brother Knights,  no 
doubt many of you have heard 
by now that Bishop Lynch 
and the Seminarian Board 

has accepted me as a seminarian for the 
Diocese of St. Petersburg. 
I began discerning this vocation just under 

two years ago, but only found the courage 
to apply in June of this year. My application 
was sped through all the channels, and I 
was accepted merely one month later. 
Ever since I have made this acceptance 

public news, I have been met with nothing 
but positive and prayerful support from 
the St. Stephen community, most notably 
from the Knights. Brother Knights have 
approached me on sight, sharing in my 
great joy and excitement at beginning this 
next chapter of my life. 
While I may have only joined the Knights 

in November 2015, no doubt God’s hand 
was clearly at work in showing me into a 
tremendous brotherhood. The bond I have 
felt with you all and with this council is 
undeniably strong and full of love of each 
other and of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the 
incredible friendship you all have shown me 
in my short time as a Knight, I thank you. 
I begin my new journey in seminary on 

August 11. I will be attending St. John 
Vianney College Seminary as a Pre-
Theology I student. Many have asked 
whether I am sure I want to be a priest.  
My answer is simple: God hasn’t told me 
that yet. 
What I am 100% certain of, however, is 

that seminary is the path that God wants me 
on at this point in my life. I will continue to 

discern my vocation during this great time 
of formation. If it is our Lord’s will that I 
become his priest, then I will be ordained 
seven years from now. I look forward to the 
journey.
Know that the Knights of Columbus 

Council 14084 will remain in my constant 
prayers as I journey through seminary. 
In many ways, my ability to answer this 
call could not have happened without the 
Knights. I invite you to keep in touch with 
me. The seminary address is posted in the 
bulletin, and the council has my permission 
to publish my cell number. I am also on 
Facebook for those who prefer to connect 
via social media. 
May God continue to bless the good work 

of this Council along with each and every 
one of you. 
In Christ,

Christian Galvan

Answering The Calling
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
Fr. Bob Schneider  

Faithful Navigator 

S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Captain 
S/K Patrick Roach  

Admiral 
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Steve Haines  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Mike Formato

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Rick Hughes

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Mark Lovejoy

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K David A Morone

S/K William F Klosterman

Color Corps Commander
Shawn Ryan

4th Degree Officer Installation

Last month,  Assembly 3418 of 
the Knights of Columbus held 
their installation of Officers at 
St. Stephen Catholic Church. It 

started by the Assembly attending the 4pm 
Saturday Mass and then afterwards held 
their installation. 
The Installation was officiated by 

Sir Knight Julio Alvarez Jr, who had 
been appointed by the Master of the 
Desoto Providence to conduct it as his 
representative. The wives and families 
of the officers were present during the 
installation to show their support. When the 
installation was completed the Sir Knights 
and their wives went out for dinner in show 
of Fraternity.
 Each ‘degree’ of the Knights of Columbus 

is associated with a particular virtue, the 
fourth being “Patriotism.” Consequently, 
the 4th Degree is often known as ‘The 
Patriotic Degree.’ It was established in 
New York on 22 February, 1900. The 
requirements for joining the 4th are that 
a brother Knight must have been a third 
degree member in good standing, be an 
exemplary Catholic, and be of sound 
citizenship of his country.
The Fourth Degree is frequently regarded 

as an honorary title with its regalia of 
tuxedos, capes, chapeaux and swords but 
should rather be thought of in terms of 
service to church and country, and the goals 
of the Fourth Degree may be summarized as 
the promotion of the ideals of Catholicism 
and Patriotism side by side. It is not a 

requirement that you must purchase the 
Regalia to become a 4th Degree, joining 
the Color Corps is an option.
In detail, these goals may be stated as:
• To promote and strengthen the patriotic 

spirit of the civic community.
• To educate its members, and others, both 

in the teachings of Holy Mother Church, 
and the history of our nation.
• To promote by example the highest 

type of citizenship so necessary for 
the preservation and perpetuation of 
Republican form of government, and its 
democratic institutions.
• To oppose dissemination and spread 

of doctrine dangerous to our form of 
government, and to the Divine law of faith 
and morality.
• To support by word and deed, the duly 

constituted authorities of local, state and 
national government, and to recognize 
excellence in public life.
Therefore, it is not unusual to find Fourth 

Degree Knights participating visibly 
in church events, such as Eucharistic 
processions, and others, and in the 
community, standing up for the unborn 
and the elderly at Pro-Life events, and 
commemorating the sacrifices of previous 
generations on Remembrance Day.
To learn more about the 4th Degree, contact 

S/K Jerry Westbrock  at  jerrywestbrock@
tampabay.rr.com                      

mailtojerrywestbrock@tampabay.rr.com
mailtojerrywestbrock@tampabay.rr.com


Paul Archer
Richard Armstrong
Kurt Badertscher
Anthony Barreto
Lorenzo Billante
Richard Collins
Antonio Conceicao
Timothy Donahue
Paul Dufraine
Scott Dunlap
Dennis Giesey
William Haseltine
Frank Kruk
Brian Le Strange
Jason Lima
Michael Melanson
Eva Nnamene
Osa Penny
James Piotrowski
Ricardo Ponce De Leon
Mark Vega
Frank Wuco

 August Birthdays
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Access to Knights of Columbus 
has never been easier and 
plentiful as it is today. Have 
you signed in to the State 

website www.floridakofc.org recently? 
Perhaps you have visited the Supreme 
website www.kofc.org  or even our own 
Council’s website www.kofc14084.org in 
the past month.
In today’s world communication via your 

PC and your mobile device, the ability to 
get relevant and actionable information has 
never been more efficient and quicker.  That 
is why, as a council, we have a website, 
Facebook (search knights of Columbus 
14084) and even a Twitter account   
@kofc14084. 
We are now working on a mobile APP 

which we will officially launch to the 
Council very shortly. This APP will offer 
the convenience of all these individual 
websites plus our calendar, newsletter and 
other council information in one location. 
Some of our Brothers have been testing 
the Beta version of the APP, and we are 
now in the final stages of updating all 
the information so we can have it out to 
everyone by the end of the month. Please 
keep an eye on your email for the link.
As a member of the Knights of Columbus, 

you have at your fingertips a wealth of 
information on the Florida Council’s 
Website. The Website has a lot of good 
information that is relevant to why we 
became Knights – to make a difference. 
Log in is simple: You will just need your 

membership number and your name. The 
instructions are on the website. Again go to 
www.floridakofc.org
Communications is one of the most 

powerful tenants of the Knights of 
Columbus. It is clearly one of the reasons 
our Council is as strong, vibrant and 
effective as it is. That is why we formed 
the Communications team, and we are here 
for you. 
If you know something that the Knights 

have been involved in and feel that we 
should communicate it to the Council, let 
us know. If you go on vacation and see an 
event that another Council is doing and 
think it is something that our Council would 
like to become involved with, get some 
information and we will contact them. Our 
job is to get as much information out to the 
Council, Parish and community of what we 
do as a Council. 
As you can see in this newsletter we had 

a Brother Knight travel to New Haven and 
had the opportunity to go to St Mary’s 
Church which is where Father McGivney 
created the 1st Council. 
Thank you for all that you do for this great 

Council and for the good of God. May God 
Bless this Council and all the parishioners 
of St. Stephen Council.
To become more involved in this award-

winning communications effort, contact 
Communications Director Ed Sleyzak at 
communications@kofc14084.org

The Accessability of Information

All the Information You Want
Here is a sneak peek at the new 

Council APP that will be rolled out 
in the upcoming months. No more 
searching through multiple web 
pages - it is all in one convenient 
APP that is super easy to use.

http://www.floridakofc.org
http://www.kofc.org
http://www.kofc14084.org
http://www.floridakofc.org
mailto:communications@kofc14084.org
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August 16 RJS Lead Training
August 20 1st Degree - St. Stephen School
 RJS Team Training
August 22 RJS Team Training
August 27 3rd Degree - St. Anne in Ruskin
September 14 Blue Mass
September 17 2nd Degree - St. Stephen School
October 1 Roadside Cleanup
October 3 3rd Degree - St. Raphael in St. Petersburg
October 8 Annual VAVS Sock Hop
October 14 Family Social - Family Life Center (FLC)
October 28-29 40 Days For Life at St. Stephen
October 29 Trunk or Treat, St. Stephen School
December 2 Christmas Social

Please check your Council calendar for more details regarding these events.

Note: Corporate Masses are now always at the 8Am Mass, on the 2nd week of the 
1st month of each quarter. Mark your calendars today. 

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.
For more information or to offer 

a contribution, visit our website 
at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 
Through the example of his life 

and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. 
Let the inspiration of your 

servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.
Through his intercession, grant 

the favor I now present (here 
make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Knight of the Month
Rick Hughes  

Family of the Month
Mark Lovejoy Family

A Prayer For Fr. McGivney

This August marks two special dates in the history 
of The Knights of Columbus and the life of  
Fr. McGivney. He was born August 12, 1852, and 

passed from us on August 14, 1890.
Father Michael J. McGivney’s work and legacy did not end 

with his death at the young age of 38. Our Council and the 
activities we do to build the body of the Church continues 
this work and legacy. This is why we must all strive to be 
Knights who make a difference. 


